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rewards. Newcomers arrived with big singles and bigger
hopes, only to fall off the charts after selling a few
hundred thousand copies, if that. Hip-pop hybrids
dominated the radio, but rappers themselves seemed like
underground figures, for the first time in nearly two
decades.

Sales are down all over, but hip-hop has been hit
particularly hard. Rap sales fell 21 percent from 2005 to
2006, and that trend seems to be continuing. It’s the
inevitable aftermath, perhaps, of the genre’s vertiginous
rise in the 1990s, during which a series of breakout stars
— Dr. Dre, Snoop Dogg, Tupac Shakur, the Notorious
B.I.G. — figured out that they could sell millions without
shaving off their rough edges. By 1997 the ubiquity of Puff
Daddy helped cement hip-hop’s new image: the rapper as
tycoon. Like all pop-music trends, like all economic
booms, this one couldn’t last.

This was a bad year for hip-hop sales, but it wasn’t
necessarily a bad year for the genre. The scrappy New
York independent Koch flourished, releasing a couple of
great CDs by major-label refugees: “Return of the Mac,”
by Prodigy from Mobb Deep, and “Walkin’ Bank Roll,” by
Project Pat. (Koch also released “We the Best,” a
sanctioned mixtape by DJ Khaled that produced a couple
of hip-hop hits, and “The Brick: Bodega Chronicles,” the
well-received debut album from Joell Ortiz.)

And then there is Turf Talk, a loudmouthed upstart from
Vallejo, Calif., who made arguably the year’s most exciting
hip-hop album, “West Coast Vaccine (The Cure).” It came
out through Sick Wid’ It Records, which is run by his
cousin, the rapper E-40. (The album was released through
a distribution deal with Navarre, which sold its music
distribution business to Koch in May.) And despite Turf
Talk’s flamboyant rhymes, the album has pretty much
remained a secret. Without a national radio hit or even a
proper music video, Turf Talk has promoted the CD
mainly through West Coast regional shows, from San
Diego to Tacoma, Wash.

Reached by telephone at his home in Concord, Calif., Turf
Talk tried to put the best spin on a mixed-up year. “The
independent game is starting to shine again,” he said. But
when pressed, he said he would love to cross over to the
mainstream, speaking in the third person: “Turf Talk
wants to be known all across the world.”

A few years ago that might have seemed like a reasonable
goal, and an attainable one. During the boom the industry
was flooded with scowling optimists: small-time hustlers
with dreams of big-time success. And some dreams came
true. In 1998 Juvenile went from a New Orleans secret to

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/30/arts/music/30sann.html?_r=1&s(...he%20Face%200f%20Hip-Hop&st=nyt&oref=slogin&scp=1&pagewanted=all

6/1/08 9:43 AM

coverage or the Iony Awards

Also in Theater:

Complete list of the nominees
Who will win a Tony this year?
Scenes from a season

ADVERTISEMENTS

"

Watch A.O. Scott's video reviews of

movies. Health

nytimes.com

Need to know more?

Get 50% off home delivery of The
Times.

In a world of second opinions, get
the facts first.

All the news that's fit to personalize.

Ehe New York Times
nytimes.com/health
ALL THE NEWS THAT'S FIT TO CLICK

Advertise on NYTimes.com

Page 2 of 6


javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2007/12/27/arts/30sann2.ready.html',%20'30sann2_ready',%20'width=720,height=600,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2007/12/27/arts/30sann2.ready.html',%20'30sann2_ready',%20'width=720,height=600,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2007/12/30/arts/30sann3.ready.html',%20'30sann3_ready',%20'width=720,height=600,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2007/12/30/arts/30sann3.ready.html',%20'30sann3_ready',%20'width=720,height=600,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2007/12/30/arts/30sann4.ready.html',%20'30sann4_ready',%20'width=336,height=600,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/w/christopher_g_wallace/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/tupac_shakur/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/marketing/selfservice/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Box1&sn2=3cd5d5b8/2af3cd19&sn1=dd2621ec/df537617&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule&ad=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0608&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/pages/theater/theaterspecial/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0508-HDR%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0508-HDR
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Box1&sn2=3cd5d5b8/2af3cd19&sn1=dd2621ec/df537617&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule&ad=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0608&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/13/theater/theaterspecial/13tonyslist.html%3FWT.mc_id=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0508-L1%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0508-L1
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Box1&sn2=3cd5d5b8/2af3cd19&sn1=dd2621ec/df537617&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule&ad=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0608&goto=http://theater2.nytimes.com/gst/theater/tonys2008.html%3Fex=1226548800%26en=eb386eeff6b45a72%26ei=5087%26WT.mc_id=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0508-L2%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0508-L2
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Box1&sn2=3cd5d5b8/2af3cd19&sn1=dd2621ec/df537617&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule&ad=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0608&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2008/05/13/theater/20080513_SEASON_SLIDESHOW_index.html%3FWT.mc_id=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0508-L3%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M044-ROS-0508-L3
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Middle5&sn2=dcc3fb6c/5cbc044e&sn1=8f81809/1f707b6&camp=NYT2008-Mktg-Health-336x79-ROS&ad=HL-D-I-NYT-AD-FP-HL2-ROS-0108-NA&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fpages%2Fhealth%2Findex%2Ehtml%3FWT%2Emc%5Fid%3DHL%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DFP%2DHL2%2DROS%2D0108%2DNA%26WT%2Emc%5Fev%3Dclick%26mkt%3DHL%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DFP%2DHL2%2DROS%2D0108%2DNA
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Right5A&sn2=d3095bc6/dfeac3ca&sn1=c20d4fa9/7847fddd&camp=NYT2008-Mktg-Movies-Textlink-HP-ROS&ad=MO-D-I-NYT-AD-TXT-MVL1-ROS-0108-MM&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fvideo%2Eon%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Findex%2Ejsp%3Ffr%5Fchl%3Dbe54c7429c9f906fb0d142c96e7191a78307681d%26WT%2Emc%5Fid%3DMO%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DTXT%2DMVL1%2DROS%2D0108%2DMM%26WT%2Emc%5Fev%3Dclick%26mkt%3DMO%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DTXT%2DMVL1%2DROS%2D0108%2DMM&query=2008.06.01.13.44.42
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Right6A&sn2=d3095bc7/cfeac3ca&sn1=3a18abe3/a6ee056&camp=nyt2008-circ-textad-33WX3-ros&ad=textad_33WX3&goto=https%3A//www.nytimesathome.com/splitter_cp/index.php%3FSPTR_ID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW16AD%26CMP%3D33WX3
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Right7A&sn2=d3095bc8/ffeac3ca&sn1=dc0e793c/92aca3a7&camp=NYT2008-Mktg-Health-Textlink-HP-ROS&ad=HL-D-I-NYT-AD-TXT-HL2-ROS-0108-NA&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fpages%2Fhealth%2Findex%2Ehtml%3FWT%2Emc%5Fid%3DHL%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DTXT%2DHL2%2DROS%2D0108%2DNA%26WT%2Emc%5Fev%3Dclick%26mkt%3DHL%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DTXT%2DHL2%2DROS%2D0108%2DNA&query=2008.06.01.13.44.42
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Right8A&sn2=d3095bc9/efeac3ca&sn1=1a105323/96639062&camp=NYT2008-Mktg-Brand-Textlink-HP-ROS&ad=MT-D-I-NYT-AD-TXT-BR1-ROS-1007-NA&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fmy%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2F%3Fmkt%3DMT%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DTXT%2DBR1%2DROS%2D1007%2DNA%26WT%2Emc%5Fid%3DMT%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DTXT%2DBR1%2DROS%2D1007%2DNA%26WT%2Emc%5Fev%3Dclick&query=2008.06.01.13.44.42
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Bottom3&sn2=cb943067/205afeb4&sn1=f5e18aec/2449f17b&camp=NYT2008-Mktg-Health-S4D-HP-ROS&ad=HL-D-I-NYT-AD-S4D-HL2-ROS-0108-NA&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fpages%2Fhealth%2Findex%2Ehtml%3FWT%2Emc%5Fid%3DHL%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DS4D%2DHL2%2DROS%2D0108%2DNA%26WT%2Emc%5Fev%3Dclick%26mkt%3DHL%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DS4D%2DHL2%2DROS%2D0108%2DNA

Decline in Hip-Hop Sales - Music - New York Times 6/1/08 9:43 AM

Enlarge This Image 3 pop radio staple, selling five million copies of “400
: Degreez”; two years later, Nelly came from nowhere
(actually St. Louis) to sell six million copies of “Country
Grammar.” Overall CD sales peaked in 2000, and by then
even second-tier major-label rappers were routinely
earning gold plaques for shipping half a million CDs.

Because hip-hop is so intensely self-aware, and self-
reflexive, it came to be known as big-money music, a
genre obsessed with its own success. If we are now
entering an age of diminished commercial expectations,
that will inevitably change how hip-hop sounds too.

John RicardRetna  HHOW bad are the numbers? Well, no rapper was more
Sé(:rj‘\?viy{hag)evtirxv Ef” IhiZdGZiv” Ziztr t::ii: diminished by 2007 than 50 Cent, who challenged Kanye
duo, Mobb Deep, released an album West to a sales battle and lost. His solid but not thrilling
ggpi,%f ents @ Unitlabet that recent album, “Curtis” (Shady/Aftermath/Interscope), has
sold about 1.2 million copies, according to Nielsen
SoundScan; considering that he’s supposed to be the
genre’s biggest star, that’s a disaster. (His 2005 album,
"Hip hop is not just music; it ~ “The Massacre,” sold more than five million.) In fact

is a way of life." “Curtis” has sold about the same as T. I.’s “T. I. vs. T. I. P.”
Will, Richmond, VA
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(Atlantic), the underwhelming and underperforming
follow-up to his great 2006 album, “King,” which sold
about 1.6 million.

This year veterans like Jay-Z and Wu-Tang Clan also returned, pleasing old fans but not,
for the most part, making new ones. And Lil Wayne released another slew of great
mixtapes — available for free download, not for sale. Meanwhile Mr. West’s
“Graduation” (Roc-A-Fella/Island Def Jam), which stands at 1.8 million sold and
counting, is the only hip-hop album of the year that really seems like a hit, although he
loves to portray himself as outside the hip-hop mainstream. Only one problem: After a
year when the hitmaker Fabolous and the bohemian Common sold about equally, as did
the BET favorite Yung Joc and the indie-rap alumnus Talib Kweli, it’s not clear that
there’s still a hip-hop mainstream to be outside.

And eager newcomers discovered that the definition of success has changed. Rich Boy,
Shop Boyz, Plies, Hurricane Chris and Soulja Boy Tell’em all released major-label
debuts, buoyed by big, lovable hits: “Throw Some D’s,” “Party Like a Rockstar,”
“Shawty,” “A Bay Bay” and “Crank That (Soulja Boy).” But of those only Soulja Boy has
managed to sell half a million CDs. Hurricane Chris’s disappointing CD, “51/50 Ratchet”
(Polo Grounds/J Records), has sold only about 80,000 copies. To a major label that
number is almost indistinguishable from zero. (Despite the hit the No. 1 chart debut and
the half-decade of anticipation, UGK’s triumphant double album hasn’t reached the half-
million mark either.)

Hip-hop has always had a complicated relationship with full-length albums. They’re both
too long (for impatient hit lovers) and too short (for ephemera- obsessed mixtape
listeners). And even though the South has been hip-hop’s most fertile region since the
1990s, the industry, based in New York and Los Angeles, harbors a lingering anti-
Southern bias. Southern rappers are often viewed as one-hit wonders, and that can be a
self-fulfilling prophecy. By the time Rich Boy, from Mobile, Ala., tried to drum up
interest in his excellent fourth single, “Let’s Get This Paper,” it seemed everybody had
already moved on.
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At least independent-label rappers have no one to blame. Turf Talk knew from the start
that he would have to fight for his album, which he released in June. “I had a lot of
hopes for ‘West Coast Vaccine,” that’s why I'm still pushing it now,” he said, adding that
he was finalizing plans for a video. The song he chose was “Popo’s,” a sleek and
infectious collaboration with E-40, who adds a memorable touch: a thunderous “Oooh!”
In his mesmerizing verses, Turf Talk raps about selling drugs and avoiding the police.
His breathless rhymes — “I'm tryna stack every dollar,” he pants — evoke not a kingpin’s
confidence but a survivor’s tenacity.

It’s easy to romanticize Turf Talk’s grass-roots approach: his do-it-yourself video shoot,
his evident pride in how much he has accomplished on his own, his commitment to the
family business. But for him the promise of exposure and the long shot at stardom are
too tempting to reject.

“I love the independent money,” he said. “I'm living good, I drive nice cars. But right
now, if you asked me, I'd say, ‘Turf Talk wants to go major.” Because you can always
come back to independent.”

That’s what Prodigy discovered. Last year his duo, Mobb Deep, flopped with “Blood
Money,” a misconceived CD on 50 Cent’s label, G Unit, an Interscope imprint. This year
he went independent for “Return of the Mac,” a hallucinogenic, willfully obscure solo
album that evokes the grimy old New York, and the grimy old Prodigy too. (It sold about
130,000 copies.) He has a new album scheduled for next year, though he pleaded guilty
in October to gun possession and was sentenced to three and a half years. His new
single, “ABC’s,” begins with a halfway defensive boast: “It don’t matter who poppin’ for
the moment/P is forever.” If you're not making hits, why not claim to be making history?

Like Prodigy, Project Pat is a major-label refugee. He emerged from Memphis in the late
’90s and swiftly took advantage of the hip-hop boom. “Chickenhead,” his memorable but
medium-sized hit (it peaked at No. 24 on Billboard’s Hot R&B/Hip-Hop chart), helped
his 2001 major-label album, “Mista Don’t Play: Everythangs Workin,” sell nearly 1.1
million copies. (Five years ago, in other words, Project Pat sold about as well as 50 Cent
sells today.)

After a prison sentence and an underperforming major-label comeback, Project Pat made
his Koch debut with “Walkin’ Bank Roll.” The boast in the title track is a defiant (and
typically absurd) response to his diminished commercial success: “I'm a walkin’ bank
roll/You can rubber-band me,” he keeps shouting, and his glee is infectious. It’s a weird,
funny little album; though it has sold only about 40,000 copies, it feels triumphant.

Is it possible to hear a shrug over the phone? Project Pat, when asked about his
newfound independence, seemed profoundly unimpressed. “It’s the same old, same old,”
he shouted, over the roar of a Mortal Kombat game, though he conceded, “People say
they liked it better.” He said he was planning his next album and gearing up for more
live dates, which are crucial for independent acts. “Alaska — yessirrr, Anchorage,” he
said, sounding a bit like the eccentric rapper from the CDs. “They asked for me per-son-
al-ly.”

Under-the-radar releases, weird tour schedules, modest sales figures: none of this is
new. The success of Southern hip-hop in the last decade was built on a foundation of
independent and independent-minded rappers, many of whom worked with the scrappy
regional distributor Southwest Wholesale, which is now closed, like many of the little
shops it used to serve. In an earlier era these regional scenes were farm teams for the
industry, grooming the top players and then sending them up to the big leagues. But
what if there are no big leagues anymore? What if there’s no major label willing or able
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to help Turf Talk get his platinum plaque? Would his next album sound as brash? Will
his musical descendants be as motivated? The mainstream hip-hop industry relies on a
thriving underground, but isn’t the reverse also true?

Eventually, a (new?) group of executives will find a business model that doesn’t depend
on shiny plastic discs, or digital tracks bundled together to approximate them. But for
now the major league is starting to look a lot like the minor one. And in ways good and
bad and utterly unpredictable, rappers may have to reconsider their place in the
universe, and their audience. Some will redouble their commitment to nonsense, like
Project Pat. Some will wallow in their misery, like Prodigy. Some will merely revel in
their own loudmouthiness, like Turf Talk, hoping someone will pay attention. But if sales
keep falling, more and more rappers will have to face the fact that they aren’t addressing
a crowd, just a sliver of one.

On Oct. 14, less than two months before Pimp C’s death, there was another death in the
Houston hip-hop family. His name was Big Moe, and he died of a heart attack. He was a
much more local figure than Pimp C: a crooner turned rapper and an associate of DJ
Screw, who popularized the art of remixing records by slowing them down. (DJ Screw
died in 2000.) Big Moe’s best tracks are sublime and disorienting. His was a huge,
wobbly sing- rapping voice, often paired with slowed-down drums and lyrics extolling
the pleasures of cough syrup.

Big Moe eventually got himself a deal, but his odd and entertaining 2002 major- label
debut, “Purple World” (Priority/Capitol), quickly disappeared, and soon he was back to
independent releases. It’s no slight to his legacy to say that when news of his death
arrived in October, even most hip-hop fans didn’t know who he was. That’s all right.
Music that seems lost — there’s a head-spinning selection on “Big Moe Classics Volume
One” (Wreckshop) — will be found, over and over again. And after this dispiriting year,
it’s not hard to admire Big Moe’s little career. He made secrets, not hits, but so what?
He kept grinding.

More Articles in Arts »

Want to save this article? Download the Times File toolbar.

You Bring The Talent
Win An Atlantic Records Deal Just Make A Free Band Page On Uber
youbringthetalent.uber.com

Song Promotion
TAXI can help market your music w/ publishing & film/TV deals.
www.taxi.com

Promoting Your Rap Music
Get Discovered By Hip Hop Labels Fans & The Hip Hop Community.
www.OurStage.com

Tips
To find reference information about the words used in this article, double-click on any word, phrase or name. A
new window will open with a dictionary definition or encyclopedia entry.

Past Coverage
TELEVISION REVIEW; Just Chillin® With Snoop Dogg: A Rapper’s Blend of Offspring and
Entourage (December 29, 2007)
MUSIC: Don't Blame Hip-Hop; How Don Imus's Problem Became a Referendum on Rap (April 25, 2007)
THEATER REVIEW; Mr. Shaw Goes to Harlem (and Meets Snoop Dogg) (March 17, 2007)
Sweeten the Image, Hold the Bling-Bling; Eyeing Mainstream Success, Rappers Clean Up Their Act and
Cultivate Their Philanthropy (January 12, 2004)

Related Searches

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/30/arts/music/30sann.html?_r=1&s(...he%20Face%200f%20Hip-Hop&st=nyt&oref=slogin&scp=1&pagewanted=all Page 5 of 6


http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Bottom1&sn2=cb943065/204afeb4&sn1=dfa18e22/54e485fd&camp=nytcirc_footerb-TSsubs&ad=wanttosave.html&goto=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesfile%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2FhelpIndex%2Ejsp%23tools%2Dtoolbar%3Fmkt%3Dtssubfooter5
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BqgEr0qdCSMXWDqrgrAPesOmMA_ehsVqPk9TQBsCNtwGQoQ8QARgBIJzz-AEoAzgAUMCq3aUCYMkGsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE4aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA3LzEyLzMwL2FydHMvbXVzaWMvMzBzYW5uLmh0bWzIArHBtAaoAwHoA9AE6AMj9QMABAAA9QMkAAAAiAQBkAQBmAQA&num=1&adurl=http://youbringthetalent.uber.com&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BqgEr0qdCSMXWDqrgrAPesOmMA_ehsVqPk9TQBsCNtwGQoQ8QARgBIJzz-AEoAzgAUMCq3aUCYMkGsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE4aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA3LzEyLzMwL2FydHMvbXVzaWMvMzBzYW5uLmh0bWzIArHBtAaoAwHoA9AE6AMj9QMABAAA9QMkAAAAiAQBkAQBmAQA&num=1&adurl=http://youbringthetalent.uber.com&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BqgEr0qdCSMXWDqrgrAPesOmMA_ehsVqPk9TQBsCNtwGQoQ8QARgBIJzz-AEoAzgAUMCq3aUCYMkGsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE4aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA3LzEyLzMwL2FydHMvbXVzaWMvMzBzYW5uLmh0bWzIArHBtAaoAwHoA9AE6AMj9QMABAAA9QMkAAAAiAQBkAQBmAQA&num=1&adurl=http://youbringthetalent.uber.com&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B3wKb0qdCSMXWDqrgrAPesOmMA_XL9lHn8KbaBcCNtwHw1xwQAhgCIJzz-AEoAzgAUPra3J38_____wFgyQayAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb23IAQHaAThodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMDcvMTIvMzAvYXJ0cy9tdXNpYy8zMHNhbm4uaHRtbKgDAegD0AToAyP1AwAEAAD1AyQAAACIBAGQBAGYBAA&num=2&adurl=http://www.taxi.com/%3Fsource%3DGoogle%26adGroup%3D3%26paidKeyword%3DSong%2BPromotion&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B3wKb0qdCSMXWDqrgrAPesOmMA_XL9lHn8KbaBcCNtwHw1xwQAhgCIJzz-AEoAzgAUPra3J38_____wFgyQayAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb23IAQHaAThodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMDcvMTIvMzAvYXJ0cy9tdXNpYy8zMHNhbm4uaHRtbKgDAegD0AToAyP1AwAEAAD1AyQAAACIBAGQBAGYBAA&num=2&adurl=http://www.taxi.com/%3Fsource%3DGoogle%26adGroup%3D3%26paidKeyword%3DSong%2BPromotion&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B3wKb0qdCSMXWDqrgrAPesOmMA_XL9lHn8KbaBcCNtwHw1xwQAhgCIJzz-AEoAzgAUPra3J38_____wFgyQayAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb23IAQHaAThodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMDcvMTIvMzAvYXJ0cy9tdXNpYy8zMHNhbm4uaHRtbKgDAegD0AToAyP1AwAEAAD1AyQAAACIBAGQBAGYBAA&num=2&adurl=http://www.taxi.com/%3Fsource%3DGoogle%26adGroup%3D3%26paidKeyword%3DSong%2BPromotion&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BJBuN0qdCSMXWDqrgrAPesOmMA76mhj6SksTxBMCNtwHAojMQAxgDIJzz-AEoAzgAUIXG9vwFYMkGoAGymMD4A7IBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBOGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwNy8xMi8zMC9hcnRzL211c2ljLzMwc2Fubi5odG1sgAIBqAMB6APQBOgDI_UDAAQAAPUDJAAAAIgEAZAEAZgEAA&num=3&ggladgrp=9956689016824613434&gglcreat=4592853205199984187&adurl=http://www.ourstage.com/go/music%3Fsource%3D11x41x50x12_1125&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BJBuN0qdCSMXWDqrgrAPesOmMA76mhj6SksTxBMCNtwHAojMQAxgDIJzz-AEoAzgAUIXG9vwFYMkGoAGymMD4A7IBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBOGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwNy8xMi8zMC9hcnRzL211c2ljLzMwc2Fubi5odG1sgAIBqAMB6APQBOgDI_UDAAQAAPUDJAAAAIgEAZAEAZgEAA&num=3&ggladgrp=9956689016824613434&gglcreat=4592853205199984187&adurl=http://www.ourstage.com/go/music%3Fsource%3D11x41x50x12_1125&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BJBuN0qdCSMXWDqrgrAPesOmMA76mhj6SksTxBMCNtwHAojMQAxgDIJzz-AEoAzgAUIXG9vwFYMkGoAGymMD4A7IBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBOGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwNy8xMi8zMC9hcnRzL211c2ljLzMwc2Fubi5odG1sgAIBqAMB6APQBOgDI_UDAAQAAPUDJAAAAIgEAZAEAZgEAA&num=3&ggladgrp=9956689016824613434&gglcreat=4592853205199984187&adurl=http://www.ourstage.com/go/music%3Fsource%3D11x41x50x12_1125&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/29/arts/television/29mart.html?fta=y
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/25/arts/music/25hiph.html?fta=y
http://theater2.nytimes.com/2007/03/17/theater/reviews/17hous.html?fta=y
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9B03E1DA1430F931A25752C0A9629C8B63&fta=y

Decline in Hip-Hop Sales - Music - New York Times 6/1/08 9:43 AM

Rap Music Add Alert
Dogg, Snoop Add Alert
Jay-Z Add Alert
‘Wu-Tang Clan Add Alert
INSIDE NYTIMES.COM ] > \
WEEK IN REVIEW » OPINION » THE CITY » OPINION » FASHION & STYLE » MOVIES »

Op-Classic,
1988: Tell-Alls

William Safire, a former
Nixon speechwriter,
otfered advice to
political aides writing
indiscreet books.

An Animated History of the = A Tribute to a Tree 10 Years Later, Carrie That License to Kill Is
Insiders Meatpacking District Coordinated Unexpired

Home World U.S. N.Y. / Region | Business | Technology | Science Health | Sports | Opinion @ Arts | Style = Travel | Jobs Real Estate | Automobiles Back to Top

Copyright 2007 The New York Times Company Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections RSS First Look | Help @ ContactUs | Work forUs @ Site Map

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/30/arts/music/30sann.html?_r=1&sq...he%20Face%200f%20Hip-Hop&st=nyt&oref=slogin&scp=1&pagewanted=all Page 6 of 6


javascript:browser.update(1)
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/weekinreview/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/thecity/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/fashion/index.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/01/weekinreview/01abram.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/01/weekinreview/01abram.html
http://video.on.nytimes.com/?fr_story=30b8f89da0c72a32821a4010e9a067569d853f05
http://video.on.nytimes.com/?fr_story=30b8f89da0c72a32821a4010e9a067569d853f05
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/thecity/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/thecity/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/01/opinion/01opclassic.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/01/fashion/01SEX.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/01/fashion/01SEX.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/01/movies/01mcgr.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/01/movies/01mcgr.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/30/arts/music/30sann.html?_r=1&sq=The%20Shrinking%20Market%20Is%20Changing%20the%20Face%20of%20Hip-Hop&st=nyt&oref=slogin&scp=1&pagewanted=all#top
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://firstlook.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
https://careers.nytco.com/TAM/nyt_docs/TAM/candidate.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/copyright.html
http://nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://query.nytimes.com/search/advanced/
http://www.nytco.com/

